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Letter from the Superintendent
Eighteen months ago, Julian and I made our second visit to South West
Tyneside, joining the congregation at Strathmore Road for morning worship on
the Sunday, before travelling home to Devon. As we sat in the car on the long
journey south, we talked about how excited we were at the prospect of our
move to Rowlands Gill later in the summer and seeing what God had in store
for us all.
All such thoughts were driven from my mind the next day, as the Prime Minister gave an announcement
from Downing Street, saying “Now is the time for everyone to stop non-essential contact with others.” As
I listened to the briefing, my thoughts turned to some words from the letter to the Hebrews: “Let us not
give up meeting together”. Gathering together with others has been such a fundamental part of my life as
a follower of Jesus, I couldn’t imagine what it would be like if that was taken away. Even so, churches
had to close their doors and a week later the country was in lockdown.
Physical meeting became impossible, but the Holy Spirit prompted so many new ways of ‘meeting’
together in the weeks that followed, of offering the mutual support that was clearly seen as so important
by the writer to the Hebrews. Our churches have been so resourceful in continuing the groups and
activities that hold our communities together.
Now as a new Methodist year begins, I give thanks for all that has been possible, whilst looking forward
to gathering together more frequently in person. Whilst Zoom and phones have enabled so much to
happen, I think we have all realised it has its limitations. What a joy it has been in recent weeks to see
people face to face, to hear voices raised in praise of God, and to see nods of affirmation as we explore
the Bible together!
In the coming months “Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds,
not giving up meeting together, as some are doing, but encouraging one another.”
May God bless us and sustain us all in the months to come, as we seek to discover God’s vision for our
future together.
With love in Christ,
Ann
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Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN), supported by Christian Aid, is organising a relay of walkers who
are presently on their way from Cornwall to Glasgow. They will pass through Gateshead on Sunday 3rd
October on their way from Pelton to Newcastle, pausing at the Angel of the North at approximately 12pm and arriving at Newcastle Cathedral at approximately 3-4pm. Various events are planned for the
time the Relay is in Newcastle.

Christian Aid and YCCN are asking for:
Increased financial support to the world’s poorest
countries, cancellation of their debts, and the foreign aid
budget to be reinstated at pre-covid levels
Investment in a green recovery that leaves no-one
behind
An end to the expansion of the use of fossil fuels.
The walkers are carrying with them a small boat to represent their hope and our hope that we will use this
year to set sail towards a more just future. They are asking that we make small paper boats, write on them
our hopes and prayers for COP26, make a display, and send them on to COP26. Instructions are available
at https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/get-involved/rise-moment-activity-pack
We can also write to our MP's and engage their support. A suggested format for a letter is also available
on the YCCN website https://www.yccn.uk/
We are all in the same storm - climate change, but not all in the same boat – the poor will suffer most.
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GAMBIA APPEAL

update

-Ian Soulsby

Ian Soulsby has been co-ordinating fundraising across the circuit to support families in
The Gambia who have been badly affected by recent storms causing damage to their
homes. July to September is the rainy season in The Gambia. This year, the rains have
been more severe than usual and the unusually high winds have made the problem
worse.
Ian writes, 'I have just received this message from one of the families who have been
helped by the appeal: “Thanks to the people who contributed financially to the
fundraising created by Ian Soulsby. I am very much delighted with the assistance you
gave so that my house could be repaired. Without your help I would find it very
difficult to get out of this terrible condition. I am glad to have received help from the
churches and all the individuals and I thank them for their kind gestures. Once again
thanks a lot. May God bless you all! I appreciate your kind considerations.” Abdoulie
Bah
'The photo below shows the new roof on the house and
you can also see the corrugated tin sheets that were
blown off and buckled by the freak wind storm. So far, I
have sent almost £750 to five families thanks to kind
donations from the churches in South West Tyneside.
Work has been finished on three houses, but more help
is still needed to complete the other two. . The people
who have received this help are very grateful. The little girl
on the right is the daughter of one of my friends. He only
needed a small amount of help, but at least the house is
not letting in the rain now.
Thank you very much for your donations and support.'
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During the summer break, some of the 'Junior Church on Zoom'
group met face-to-face for an active afternoon at Whickham Thorns.
This was very exciting because even though the group had been
meeting weekly on Zoom for many months, most had never actually
met in person.

We booked the ski slope for Snow Tubing; most of us had never heard of, or
done the activity before. Children and grown-ups got involved and they were
able to burn off plenty of energy going up and down the slope – it was loads
of fun!
As well as seeing the enjoyment, it was so wonderful for the children to meet in
person and see their friendships develop. I hope it helps them to see that they
are part of a bigger church family in the circuit.

As a group, we are still going to meet on Zoom each week for our usual activities and hope that we can
meet up every so often for more fun and fellowship.

Junior Church on Zoom

Do you know any children who would like to join us at Junior Church
on Zoom?
Even though restrictions are easing and some activities are
returning to buildings, Junior Church is still going to continue on
Zoom. We would love to welcome more children along.
To join or for more information, please email Sam:
sam.cree@swtyneside.org.uk
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CHURCHES

Greenside Café Church, worked together with a
group in the village called ‘Banner Tales’ who
support the village and its mining heritage. We
knitted forget-me-nots and displayed them in the
village to remember the miners and their families
who gave the village so much. This year, because of
Covid the Durham Miners' Gala didn’t take place so
we encouraged the people in the village with this
display to pray and reflect.
We also held our first Walking Church in August. It
was pouring with rain and we weren’t sure if
anyone would turn up. However, there were 26 of
us including 5 children. We saw some beautiful wild
flowers and marvelled at how God creates some
wonderful floral arrangements. We admired the
view of the villages around us from a hill top spot
and prayed for the people in our communities. We
encouraged each other to give God thanks for the
lovely colours around us by choosing to eat Jelly
Beans we were given in the same colours. Janet
shared with us a reflection about the importance of
listening for what’s important in our lives; God’s
voice. We had a lovely time chatting, getting to
know each other and sharing fellowship. We ended
with a little pop up café at the end of the route.
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With regards to prayer, the café church has been
meeting monthly - usually in the garden of Anne
and Malcolm Farrow. it is a time of fellowship and
discernment as to where God is leading us.
At Centenary we have been interceding for the
community, through our monthly prayer diary. This
has continued throughout the pandemic on Zoom.
It has proven to be a real source of encouragement
and a sense of God's presence as we meet
together, twice a month under the title '2 or 3', on a
Saturday morning. The diary also helps us to pray
"outwardly" for the world as well as our own
community and church.
We also have Stopping Point, which Trevor
Capstick initiated, which has drawn people from
around the circuit and District. Its focus is
contemplative prayer, starting with a short
introduction and reflection, followed by 20 minutes
corporate silence. Knowing that others are
breathing in the love of God the same time as you,
prompts regular Zoom attendees, and of course
draws each one of us closer to God.
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CHURCHES

Blaydon congregation are enjoying meeting again
in person and clubs have started using the
premises again. Café church has begun and there
was a wonderful picnic and outdoor service on a
sunny summer Sunday at Blaydon pond which was
greatly enjoyed by those who attended. The first
café church was held on Sunday, 19th September
at 4pm with pizza and a time of fellowship.
SRMC are pleased to be enjoying their redeveloped
building and really appreciate the support from the
circuit that enabled it to happen. The community
enjoyed a weekend of celebrations in September
that officially commemorated the opening of the
building and welcomed a return visit from Rev. Alan
Bradley.
At Ravensworth Road, the congregation started to
meet again in church from 1st August for the first
time in 18 months. They are very thankful for the
installation of the phone line which enables the
phone service to continue so successfully. New
people have been joining by phone who may not
have been able to attend in person.

Volunteers needed for Gateshead
Foodbank
Foodbank distribution centres for the Trussell Trust foodbank based in
Blaydon have reopened.
This is great news but we are short on volunteers - could you spare a
few hours a month to help get food to those who need it the most?
For more information and to apply please visit
www.gateshead.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/volunteer/ or contact Lucy Z
for more information on lucy@swtyneside.org.uk
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