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Dear Friends,
So what’s the story…?  It has been a few years since I last had the opportunity of being
a representative at the Methodist Conference.  The Conference first met in 1744 under
John Wesley who gathered together his assistants to confer together about what to
teach, how to teach and what to do as a connexion of churches.  Since then the
conference meets every year to discuss matters affecting the life of the church in relation
to its mission in the world.  There are about 300 representatives, as in John Wesley’s day
they are both lay and ordained and they come from all across Britain with guests from
around the world to share stories, worship and pray together, and confer on the business
of the church.  One of highlights of conference is the ordinations - it was wonderful to
share in worship as Judith Stoddart was ordained as a Deacon.
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This year’s presidential theme is ‘What’s the story…?’  An invitation for all of us to
share our faith story and listen to the way Jesus is encountered today. 
 I am hoping that in every congregation in our Circuit we will be hearing lots of stories
this year so that together we can encourage one another as we share with each
other our experience of God’s presence.
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Sunday 1st September.  3pm.  Welcome Service at Ryton for Rev Dave Charter.                  
Preacher Rev Stephen Lindridge 
Wednesday 18th September, 7.30pm. Circuit Meeting at Centenary.
Sunday 6th October, 3pm.  Greenside Final Service - A Harvest Celebration. 
Led by Rev Janet Capstick & Rev Jenny Gill. 
All are welcome to celebrate together the many  years of fruitful worship and mission at
Greenside Methodist Church and to pray for the fruit that is to come.

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The conference agenda was filled with stories of the way God is at work, and those
stories shaped the way we heard the different reports, reports on finance told the
story of a church engaging in mission; the report from Action for children told the
story of children in the UK facing increased and mental health needs; the report on
the environment heard stories from Tuvalu as the Bishop explained how his country
was sinking and others gave a challenge for all churches to consider becoming ‘Eco-
churches’; the faith and order committee brought a report affirming the ministry of
Deacons to proclaim the word and lead in service. Deacons will now automatically
be trained as preachers.  I would like to mention one report in particular.

Marriage & Relationships
The report ‘God in love unites us’, recognises the variety of relationships in our world
and in the church and seeks to examine questions about the nature of marriage,
cohabitation, living in relationships and living with different sexualities.  The full report
is on our Circuit web site, and while it doesn’t cover everything, it does begin to
address some of the issues facing us today.  Recognising that this conversation does
not take place in the abstract, but pertains to the core of people’s identity and God’s
love for them, I was impressed how the conference gave a great deal of care in
debating these issues.  What is clear, is that within the Methodist Church (as is the
case in the wider church) we do not all agree; indeed having studied scripture
together, listened to one another, this is an issue that has the potential of dividing the
church.  Yet as Methodist people, we have chosen to journey on together and live with
contradictory convictions.  The proposed resolutions recognise that we disagree on the
particular issue of marriage between two people of the same gender. It allows for
individual churches and ministers to be able to choose whether they participate in the
marriage of a particular couple.  The over arching tenor of the report is to affirm the
welcome and grace of God to all people and states that: 
‘all significant relationships should be built on self-giving love, commitment, fidelity,
loyalty, honesty, mutual respect, equality and the desire for the mutual flourishing of
the people involved.  It is through that self-giving, rather than through self-seeking, that
the self flourishes and begins to experience life in all its fullness.’
There will be a presentation of the report around the District, so please watch out for
the dates and come and share your thoughts on how we continue to walk together
being faithful to God’s calling in all our relationships.
Every Blessing, Alan Bradley,Superintendent  


