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Dear Friends,
Christmas in our Circuit is a time full of activity, celebrations and worship as we wonder at the birth
of Jesus and remember God’s gift to the world.  As we worship the Christ-child we think of God’s
willingness to become vulnerable, share in our poverty, know what it is like to be a refugee and
have nowhere to lay his head.  God not only shares in life’s struggles but comes to transform lives
and offer life in all its fullness.  As a Circuit we have employed Lucy as our Community Mission
Worker, to work with us in engaging with our community, shining a light on the issues facing our
neighbours and helping us as the church make a difference through mission and service.  Lucy has
been working with us for a year and over the next few Circuit Newsletters she will be sharing some
of what she has learnt in that role.  In this issue she reflects on how social housing affects people
who experience poverty in Gateshead.
With every blessing for Christmas and the New Year,
Alan 
 
"Everyone will sit under their own vine and under their own fig tree, and no one will make them
afraid, for the LORD Almighty has spoken". Micah 4:4
 
If this verse from Micah tells us anything about home in the Kingdom of God, it is that God longs for
everyone to experience security and peace. I’m sure it will come as no surprise that the reality of
housing in Gateshead is far from this. Before you ask; no, this isn’t because we have a shortage of
vines and fig trees, although we do have a shortage of council housing.  
Shelter estimates that it would take a whopping 3.1 million homes to fix the social housing deficit in
England. I have spoken with countless people who are living in properties completely unsuitable for
them as a result. From a disabled lady living in a two-story house she can't move around to a family
of three children and their Mum all in one bedroom.
When people do move into a new council house, however, it isn’t all plain sailing. I overheard a
conversation recently between four people I’m working with who were comparing notes on not being
able to afford carpets. The policy is to rip carpets and flooring out of properties before new tenants
move in, even if they are brand new. People often end up living with bare floorboards or
accumulating debt from buying carpet. 
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4pm          Fellside.  Christingle.  Mrs Amy Milburn.
5pm          Dunston Hill.  Rev Brigitta Steele.
5.30pm     Fellside.  Carol Service and Communion.  Rev Trevor Capstick. 
5.30pm     Ryton.  Lantern Walk.  Meet at the Cross in the village for Carols and 

    proceed to the Church for Candlelight Service at 6pm. 
6pm          Spoor.  Carol Service.  Mrs Jenny Douthwaite. 
7pm          Centenary.  Carols by Candlelight.  Rev Janet Capstick.
11.15pm   Rowlands Gill.  Midnight Communion.  Rev Alan Bradley.
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

A lady I know doesn’t have a functioning oven because hers is gas and she can’t afford the £65
to get it hooked up. This is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the shortcomings of
social housing in Gateshead and across the country. The picture is far from the abundance that
the Bible speaks of in the Kingdom of God. If as Christians we know that our Father’s house
will have many rooms, surely our response to the broken realities of our neighbours’ homes
must inspire us into action. Here are three ways you might respond today:
Give: If you have any good quality furniture or flooring that you no longer need, why not donate
it to Foundations, a Gateshead-based charity offering affordable furniture and electrical items
to people experiencing hardship? Or drop me an email and I’ll see if I can offer it to families
we’re working with through church projects across the circuit.
Act: Could you add your name to Shelter’s petition to the Government to build more social
housing? https://england.shelter.org.uk/support_us/campaigns/build_more_social_housing
Pray: Pray for your neighbours across Gateshead who are living in instability and poverty. You
may wish to do this in your own personal intercessions and in your corporate prayer on a
Sunday morning.  

Community Christmas Party at Chopwell Methodist Church 
Friday 20th December, 5pm - Followed by Community Carol Singing 

Local Preachers’ Meetings 
Tuesday 3rd December 2019, 7.30pm. Centenary. (please note change of date).
Tuesday 3rd March 2020. Chopwell.                                                                                          
Circuit Services 
Sunday 1st December 2019, 6pm, Burnopfield.  
Sunday 1st March 2020. 6pm. Whitehall Road. (with afternoon workshop on mental
health). Rev Stephen Normanton, Founder of PeerTalk).
Circuit Meeting 
Wednesday 18th March 2020, 7.30pm. Chopwell.
Tuesday 16th June 2020, 7.30pm at Dunston Hill.
Thursday 17th September 2020, 7.30pm at Fellside.
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 


