
MEET REV JOSEPH MUSIYIWA
I  was ordained in Aug 2007, and

since then I  have ser ved in
di f ferent c i rcui ts and in 6 of  the

8 distr icts in the Connexion. I
have been a c i rcui t

Super intendent,  c i rcui t  minister,
and a school  chaplain.  I  have

ser ved in rura l ,  semi-urban, and
urban environments,  thereby

gaining a var iety of  exper iences.
 

I  have a lso held di f ferent
por t fo l ios in the Youth and

Chi ldren Ministr y,  which I  am
passionate about.  I  once ser ved

as a Distr ict  Sunday School
Minister,  Distr ict  Youth Pastor,  as

wel l  as Connexional  Sunday
School  Minister.  (Each of f ice has
a term of  5 years,  and these are
not fu l l - t ime por t fo l ios;  one st i l l

performs their  c i rcui t  dut ies.)
 

Besides theologica l  cer t i f ica tes,
I  a lso hold a Master 's Degree in
Developmenta l  Studies and an

Execut ive Cer t i f ica te in
Chaplaincy.

 
I  am mar r ied to Pr isca, who is a

nurse by profession, and we
have been blessed with a

daughter,  Nyasha(18),  and a son,
Kudzwai(8).

Rev Brigitta Steele
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Dear Fr iends

This new connexional  year for  us here a t  South West
Tyneside Circui t  has a lready brought some changes and
we are expectant about what is to come…

New beginnings are moments of  g race. They remind us
that God is a lways doing something fresh—stir r ing
hear ts,  opening doors,  and invi t ing us to step forward
with renewed hope. Whether we’re enter ing a new
season of  ministr y,  welcoming new leadership,  or  s imply
sensing a shi f t  in the Spir i t ’s  d i rect ion,  these moments
encourage us to look ahead with fa i th and hope.

Ever y new beginning asks us to t rust  God’s leading.
Like Abraham sett ing out for  an unknown land or the
disciples leaving their  nets,  we of ten move forward
without having ever y detai l  in place. Yet Scr ipture shows
us again and again tha t  God goes ahead of  His people.
New beginnings invi te us to bel ieve tha t He is a lready
prepar ing the way.
 
New beginnings are not only about change—they are
about renewal.  They give us space to rediscover joy,
reconnect wi th our ca l l ing,  and breathe new l i fe into our
shared mission – “Share the love of  Jesus at  th is t ime in
this place” .

Fresh star ts help us reimagine what our community can
be. They encourage us to ask meaningful  quest ions:

•  How can we welcome more openly?
• How can we ser ve more generously?
• How can we grow more deeply together?

They remind us tha t the church is a lways becoming—
always learning, a lways stretching, a lways being shaped
by grace. 

New beginnings remind us tha t God is not f in ished with
His church. They ca l l  us to l i f t  our eyes, open our
hear ts,  and step forward with expecta t ion.  

May this new season be one of  hope, uni ty,  and renewed
purpose as we fol low the One who makes a l l  th ings new.

Love and prayers,  



Dear f r iends,
I ’m pleased to share tha t the

col lect ion f rom Circui t  Ser vice 6
September a t  Whitehal l  Road

amounted to £213.05. This wi l l  be
sent of f  la ter th is week to WaterAid in

suppor t  of  their  v i ta l  work.

t h

Thank you to ever yone who
contr ibuted so generously.

Anne Cr yer

Strathmore Road Methodist Church 
in Rowlands Gil l

Many thanks to ever yone who helped 
in any way with the successful  

cof fee morning in aid of  
Macmil lan Cancer Care.

The tota l  ra ised so far is a 
magnificent £626 l i f t ing the 

tota l  ra ised so far to £8508.05. 
I f  anyone would st i l l  l ike to contr ibute 

please see Joan Kel ly.

Thanks again for  a l l  your wonderful  help
Joan

Sunday 23rd August

A l i t t le sad but lovely
morning a t  Whitehal l  Road
as we had our last  ser vice

with Reverend Br ig i t ta Steele
as our minister.  

We a l l  shared in a fa i th lunch
after the ser vice and

presented Br ig i t ta wi th gi f ts
from the Sunday Club and

the congregat ion.  
Cathy Herdman could not be
with us but had done a lovely

cross st i tch f rom us a l l .  
We look forward to

welcoming Rev Joseph
and his fami ly
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News from the Circuit  meeting held
on 7th September 2026

Brigi t ta was formal ly welcomed as the new
Superintendent,  and Joseph and his fami ly f rom
Zimbabwe were introduced as the incoming minister.
Financia l  sta tus was repor ted.
Distr ict  Mission Plan was discussed and needs to be
updated throughout the year.  
Thanks were given to ever yone who helped to get the
Barmoor Manse ready for Rev Joseph Musiy iwa and his
fami ly.
Manse new ki tchens have been insta l led into Ancaster
Road in June and are in the planning stage a t
Mountside Gardens.
Dunston Hi l l  has had a lot  of  interest  and f inal  b ids are
to be in by 2  October.n d

Spoor have been granted £18,000 for the bui ld ing
works to the Church by the meet ing.  
Blaydon -  Circui t  to pay Distr ict  loan of f  and i t  was
voted tha t they pay no assessment th is year.  
Centenar y were given £5,000 to suppor t  basic
structura l  repairs.
Ryton -  were given £5,000 to help wi th their  roof
restora t ion.
Dave shared ref lect ions f rom his sabbat ica l ,  inc luding
a coasta l  cyc l ing pi lg r image and fami ly hol idays,
celebra t ing his 50th bir thday, highl ight ing spir i tua l
replenishment and renewed energy for ministr y.
Dreaming Dreams -  Two Mission Enablers  appl ica t ions
have been received, both showing promising potent ia l .  
Indiv idual  Churches shared and celebra ted what was
happening in their  Church.
Land of  Oak and Iron in December is in the planning
stage. 
Meet ing c losed in prayer wi th thanks to a l l  who
attended

AUTUMN – We start  the Methodist  year wi th news from the Circui t
Meet ing,  and much more!!  

WINTER -  Out late Nov so al l  Chr istmas events can be shared so we can
support  one another across the c i rcui t  – get your Chr istmas dates in soon!
This may be a shorter Newslet ter ,  but  one wel l  worth giv ing to neighbours,
invi t ing them along to a Chr istmas event.  Most people come to fa i th
through a personal  invi tat ion to church, worship a special  event.Chr istmas
is the perfect  opportuni ty for  “Each one to Reach One.” .  Start  praying now
and ask God to guide you as to who you wi l l  invi te.

SPRING – After the Circui t  meet ing in March so the decis ions are shared
and owned by each church and member.

SUMMER – After the June circui t  meet ing so the news of  the
missional  focus within the ci rcui t  can inspire others.  

PLEASE share your church’s news so we can cont inue to celebrate al l  the
amazing act iv i t ies across the Circui t  and cont inue to love one another and
pray for one another,  as a one another Circui t .

WHAT TO EXPECT IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS

Harvest Time at Whitehall  Road 
The young people have been busy

making Har vest wreaths to decora te
the church. 

Al ison and Ian ver y k indly made the
young people a f ru i t  and vegetable

Train ar r iv ing a t  Whitehal l  Road
Sta t ion which the chi ldren ver y happi ly

enjoyed.



REPORT BACK FROM SYNOD, SATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 
AT CULLERCOATS METHODIST CHURCH

The Methodist  Church is ca l led to be Growing, Inc lusive,  Evangel ist ic and Just ice Seeking.
These four areas wi l l  be the subject  of  the next synods. This synod topic was growth.

After opening remarks,  business and some worship,  the Chair  of  Distr ict  Rev. Jona Sewel l  preached a sermon on 2
of  the parables about the Kingdom of  Heaven and growth.  
I t  was both thought provoking and enl ightening. I  have a copy i f  anyone wants to read i t .

This was fol lowed by the shar ing of  communion.
The Keynote speaker was Rev. Trey Hal l ,  Director of  Evangel ism and growth.
He spoke honest ly and sincerely on the subject  of  a growing church. He used some examples f rom his own
exper ience of  Alcohol ics Anonymous and the twelve step process. 
He out l ines some of  the common pr inciples and pract ices tha t appeared to br ing about growth in churches. We
were invi ted to discuss our thoughts on just  one idea tha t may br ing about church growth.

Before lunch, conference representa t ives were elected by the fi rst  ba l lot  of  synod.

Fol lowing lunch, the Chair  fed back on Distr ict  Mission Plan and the vis i ts to Circui t  Leadership Teams and
descr ibed some changes that may take place before the v is i ts in the next year.

Then there was the subject  of  the re-appointment of  Deacon Tracy Hume, the Recover y Church co-ordinator.  Tracy
spoke br ief ly on the changes and growth of  the Recover y Church. Synod voted for the re-appointment.  

Next was the Mother House repor t  f rom Elaine Lindr idge. 
Elaine repor ted tha t the work of  the Mother House had seen 
change and they were hopeful  for  more suppor t  for  some of  
the increasing act iv i t ies and work load. 

The subject  of  onl ine celebra t ion of  Holy Communion 
was discussed and a t  the request of  conference went 
to a ba l lot .  Votes were counted and returned as fur ther 
discussion wi l l  take place.

The resul ts of  the church garden compet i t ion were announced 
by Cathy Beven. 
The winners were Great Lumley of  the Hope Circui t .

Synod was concluded with worship and a blessing 
by Rev. Jona Sewel l .

Repor t  by Linda Innes
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